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Sustainability Impact Assessment in the wood-based sector:
EFORWOOD Project makes steady progress at Edinburgh meetings

The EFORWOOD integrated project, funded under the EU “Global change and ecosystems“ research activity of the Sixth Framework Programme aims to provide methodologies and tools that will, for the first time, integrate Sustainability Impact Assessment of the whole European Forestry-Wood Chain (FWC), by quantifying performance of FWC, using indicators for all three pillars of sustainability: environmental, economic and societal.
Thirty eight project partners participated in a series of meetings and workshops in Edinburgh, Scotland on 8th - 11th May 2006, which were held at the picturesque Heriot Watt University campus outside the city.

The main focus of the meetings was to drive the project forward by:

· Defining the major criteria and indicators of sustainability that will form the basis of the project work,
· Develop a clear set of example value chains that will be used to test the project outcomes in the early phase of the project,
· Clarify the work plans for partners for the next year,
· Resolve differences in understanding among partners that are common in a project as large and as broad-based as EFORWOOD.
The EFORWOOD week was a chance for partners to give an update of project deliverables and discuss particular project milestones in frame of 6 modules. Strong emphasis was given to importance of the use of the EFORWOOD website, specially its project management tool.
Two topics had occupied important place in delegate’s discussions: the stakeholder panels and determination of the indicators.

The EFORWOOD meeting in Edinburgh was also an opportunity for delegates to get better picture about the 7th European framework Programme (FP7) thanks to the presentation of Daniel Deybe, director of Environment, Policy Unit in European Commission, who gave an overview on FP7 Funding and R&D Activities including the strategic objectives of next framework programme, specific programmes and priorities, FP7 structure and instruments.

As part of the EFORWOOD week the filed trip was organised to Ae Forest District managed by Forest Enterprise. The first part of the visit was an introduction to the United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS) by the Executive Chairman of UKWAS, Peter Wilson. (UKWAS is an independent certification standard for verifying sustainable forest and woodland management in the United Kingdom (http://www.ukwas.org.uk/). Wilson’s presentation set out the framework in which foresters in the UK are required to manage their forests in order to obtain certification. 
The forest district manager, Bill Meadows, informed the delegates about the planning process in Ae Forest and the requirements placed upon this planning process in order to meet UKWAS sustainability guidelines (http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/edik-59fmzf). 

This was followed by outdoor visits, including a visit to restoration site, where the natural habitat is being restored following commercial forestry and an area in which the forest is used to provide recreational opportunities for people both from the local area and further a field.

After Ae Forest District the delegates had also opportunity to visit James Jones and Sons Ltd., small diameter modern sawmill in Lockerbie. This sawmill is characterised by its effort to minimise environmental impact and ensure the sustainability in each step of the timber production process.
The next EFORWOOD week will be held in Lisbon, Portugal (November 2006).
Additional Information available from the co-ordinator or on the web site

http://www.eforwood.com/

For information about the EFORWOOD Project please contact:

Skogforsk, The Forestry Research Institute of Sweden 
Prof. Kaj Rosen, Project coordinator 
Skogforsk Uppsala Science Park, 
Dag Hammarskjölds väg 36 A, 
S-751 83 UPPSALA Sweden 
Tel: +46 18-18 85 00 
Fax: +46 18-18 86 00 
email: kaj.rosen@skogforsk.se

For more information about the EU sixth Framework Programme, please go to
http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/
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